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Reasons to Choose International Schools for Their Children

A Case Study of 4 Families in Japan

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to grasp
the overview of the education systems
of international schools in Japan and to
investigate the reasons why some families
have chosen international schools for
their children instead of local public or
private schools. In-depth interviews were
conducted with 4 parents who currently
have their children at international
schools.

This research shows that most families
assert the importance of not only bilingual
but also bicultural environment for their
children. They also highly value the
international schools' active and student-
oriented education systems that lay

. 1
more emphases on growing students

Yuko Tomoto

self-realization, self-esteem and self-
performance skills mostly through debate
and presentation practices compared
with Japanese schools' conventional and
relatively passive education systems
that have had tendencies to focus on
training students' memorization skills and
techniques to pass the exams.

Japanese schools are hoped to improve
not only their students' test scores but
also their practical and communicative
language abilities, in most cases,
English abilities for further intercultural
interaction. Having their students
acquire open and flexible attitudes
toward other cultures and nurturing
their understanding are also expected
as indispensable parts of the language

education.
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