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tH 111 This latter doctrine, initiated by logical positivism, is, held, in one way or another, by C, L, Stevenson,
for whom reasons do not support critical evaluative utterances but function instead either to guide our evaluative
decisions or as parts of persuasive definitions, a relevant example of which definition would be : Hamlet is
dramatically great because it has P and P ds greatness in drama”; by M, Macdonald, for whom reasons do not
support critical evaluative verdicts but serve to convey, present, or show the verdicts, in the manner in which an
actor interprets his role or a counsel creats his case; and by A, Isenberg, for whom reasons do not support criti—
cal judgments but serve instead as linguistic directions for experiencing the works of art as the critic does, the

meanings of which directions the reader completes in confrontation with the work, Morris Weite,

op. cit,, p. 278,
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il There are many more critics who state why Hamlet or Hamlet is tragic and formulate theories of tragedy
in order to do so,
Besides the classical discussions of Lessing, the Schlegels, Goethe, Hegel, Schopenhauer, and Nietzsche, there are,

among others, these recent discussions of the tragic in Hamlet : John Lawlor, The Tragic Sense in Shakespeare

(London, 1960) ; Joseph, Conscience and the King; Cunningham, Woe or Wonder ; William Rosen, mw%mmv&sn

and the Craft of Tragedy (Cambridge, 1960) ; Brents Stirling, Unity in Shakespearian Tragedy (New York, 1956) ;
Robert Speaight, Nature in Shakespearian Tragedy (London, 1955); John Vyvyan, The Shakespearean 'Ethic
(London, 1959); Willard Farnham, The Medieval Heritage of Elizabethan Tragedy (Oxford, 1956); and H, D,
F, Kitto, Form and Meaning in Drama (London, 1956),
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There are as many critics and philosophers who in their statements of the nature of tragedy imply answers to
why Hamlet and Hamlet are tragic,

Besides Aristotle, Lessing, Goethe, the Schlegels, Hegel, Nietzsche, and Schopenhauer, there are, among the recent
writers on the nature of tragedy : J, W, Krutch, The Modern Temper( New York, 1929); F, L. Luas, Tragedy
(revised ed, ; London, 1957); D, D, Raphael, The Paradox of Tragedy (Bloomington, 1960); and T, R, Henn,
The Harvest of Tragedy (London, 1956), Morris Weitz, op, cit., p. 301,

HH11]4¢ The new references are: Una Ellis-Fermor, The Frontiers of Drama (London, 1948) ; and S, K, Langer,
Feeling and Form (New York, 1953),
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HiP F, L. Lucas writes of The Three Sisters: “There is, for me, no more really tragic ending in all drama”

(op. cit., p, 74).
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| None of our representative critics ask, “Is Hamlet tragic?” Past critics, such as Voltaire, asked this question
and denied that Hamlet is tragic because it violates decorum, the three unities, and the form of ancient as well
as modern (French) tragedy. But Dryden’s attack on the French theorists and Johnson’s arguments against Voltaire,

b2 4

which were based upon traditional as well as new criteria of “tragedy,” established Hamlet as one of the paradigms
of tragedy, Their arguments against and victory over the French and Voltaire point up once again the perennial

debatability and flexibility of the concept of tragedy, M. Weitz, op. cit,, p. 310,
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